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 Home of the Panthers! 
 

Dates to Remember… 
 
Saturday August 2 – Ice Cream 
Social 11:00-1:00  
 
September 5 – Labor Day No 
School for Students and Staff 
 
September 20 - Technology 
Professionals Appreciation Day  
 
Sept 28/29 - Hearing Screening 
 
October 1 - CCSD Veterans and 
Military Appreciation Event at 
Legacy Stadium 
 
October 2 - Maintenance, Grounds 
& Custodial Employee 
Appreciation Day 
 
November 9 – Ponderosa 
Veterans Day Celebration 

Happy New School Year! 
 
Welcome back to school Ponderosa students, parents, and 
families. The staff here at Ponderosa have been 
enthusiastically awaiting your arrival on the first day of 
school. The classrooms and hallways were far too quiet and 
not at all busy enough to make the school really feel like a 
school. The Open House we hosted last week was fantastic, 
increasing the anticipation the Ponderosa staff had for 
getting the school year underway. It was heartwarming to 
see the happy, smiling faces walking through our previously 
empty, silent hallways. What makes us so excited about the 
beginning of this school year, aside from the obvious, we 
are so thrilled to begin the year without having a primary 
focus on safety and health protocols. Although safety and 
health will continue to be components of what we pay close 
attention to, we can focus on other aspects of school as we 
get the communication started for the year. 
 
As we open for the school year, we have some shiny new 
things to share with the Ponderosa community. To begin, 
we have a new web-based mobile app provided through 
Campus Hub to offer parents access to valuable information 
about all that is happening at school. Through this app a 
parent can learn about upcoming events, access the school 
calendar and menu, and notify us of student absences. This 
new app should help us better communicate with our 
community and offer a more convenient way for families to 
inform us of student absences. As of right now, the app does 
not have a great deal of information but rest assured that 
we will continue to build and add to the available material 
on the new mobile app interface. Included with this 
newsletter is an informational sheet they will help parents 
and family members download and install the app.  
 



 
While driving at Lima and Jewell, you may have noticed a new fixture firmly implanted on 
the school grounds facing the intersection. This brilliant looking contraption is our new 
school marquee. Not only does the marquee look a million times better than what 
previously sat in its’ place, it is fully digital. Gone are the days of school personnel 
manually placing letters on a board to share messages with the community. In addition, 
we will no longer be limited by the amount of information we can share at one time. I 
would like to recognize and thank the Ponderosa PTCO (Parent Teacher Community 
Organization) for the time, work, and commitment given to ensure we could raise the 
money to invest in the school marquee and the new web-based app. As of this writing the 
marquee is not yet fully functional. We have targeted Friday, August 19, as our official “up 
and running” date. Going forward, you will learn what you need to know about school 
happenings from our new digital marquee. 
 
Another enhancement here at Ponderosa is inside the school. Over the summer artist 
Corbin Hillam dedicated a week’s worth of his time to painting a special Ponderosa 
Panther mural. The new mural can be seen on the long wall going up the ramp leading to 
the second and fourth grade wings of the building. Corbin truly captured the essence of 
the Ponderosa spirit in his depiction of our school's name, creed, and mascot. On the next 
visit to Ponderosa, I encourage parents to stop by and view this incredible piece of 
artwork. 
 
To finish this newsletter, I want to cover an especially important topic – attendance. 
These past several years we have lived through a time where attendance at school has not 
been a primary focus; health, safety, and wellness were. Present day, we continue to 
establish practices that promote health and wellness, and we need to again shift to a 
mindset where students should be at school if healthy enough to attend school. 
Attendance will be a significant focus of ours going into the 2022/ 2023 school year. If our 
kids are to be academically successful, we need them here at school, in class and on time.  
 
Please be advised that school begins at 8:00 a.m. and ends at 2:45 p.m. (1:45 p.m. on 
Wednesdays). The best rule of thumb is to have students arrive between 7:45 and 7:55 
a.m. This ensures that students are in seats, ready to learn by .8:00 am.  
 
Attendance at school for children aged 5 – 18 is compulsory, meaning it is the law that 
children attend school. We are required to enforce this expectation by keeping track of 
absences, tardiness, and early dismissals (leaving school prior to dismissal). By state law 
children should not miss more than 10% of any given school year. This percentage 
accounts for absences, tardies, and dismissals combined. I want to make sure that families 
are aware that we will be carefully monitoring attendance this year and following up with 
families when we notice that attendance is an area of concern for a child.  
 
Please work with us to have your child here at school when healthy enough to attend 
school. If there is ever a question of health and whether to send your child to school or 
not, please know that we can have our school nurse assess their health and help parents 
make an informed decision. We genuinely want our students to excel in their academics 



 
and feel confident in their connection with fellow classmates, staff, and the school. The 
most reliable way we can ensure this is to have students here at school. Let us work 
together to make this happen. 
 
The first week was a magnificent success. It has been quite fulfilling to have our students 
back in class. The excitement and the joy have been palpable. On behalf of the entire staff 
at Ponderosa I want to enthusiastically welcome everyone back for the 2022/2023 school 
year. I am optimistic about the possibilities available to everyone and look forward to the 
work we do together to make special things happen at Ponderosa for each child. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chad Gerity 
Principal – Ponderosa Elementary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 


